10 Design Mistakes That Ruin a PowerPoint Presentation

Don’t let your
audiene down.

Everyone is a little bit guilty for taking a power nap during a PowerPoint presentation. If you
are the one on the podium, that’s demoralizing. After all, you spent months writing abstracts
and proposals, setting up experiments, gathering data, analyzing data, generating enough
material to submit for an oral presentation slot, being accepted, and stayed late putting together
a PowerPoint presentation.

So why are they taking naps? They personally made the decision to come to see you speak.

Consider your slides. Did you put some thought into the design of it? Did you just use the
default, or use whatever everyone else is using?

Take a minute and recall back to your latest presentation you attended. What do you remember
about it? Most likely, there were lots of numbers and some graphs. They might have used
rainbow colors. The last slide showed a sunset which was memorable because that slide was on
the screen during the Q&A.

Why Design is Important

Presentation slides are visual tools incorporating words and images that are created and
developed to accompany the speaker. After all, a picture is worth 1000 words.

When the right message is not delivered from your slides, people tend to become uninterested,
confused, or bored. They won’t remember your presentation if they are uninterested, confused,
or bored.

The good news is, most of the design fixes are simple! Set yourself apart and make a
memorable presentation that is sure to gain more attention.

Here are the 10 most common design mistakes that ruin a PowerPoint presentation.
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1. Poor color choices

When people encounter unpretty things, they
either ignore it or pay attention to something
P else...like their iPhones. Blue/Yellow PowerPoints
Your next presentation are not pretty!
Sam Ple, PhD

Department of Biology Red/Green, Yellow/Purple, Blue/Orange co_mbos

University of State are gene;rally not recomme:nded. AI;o, a rainbow
is beautiful, but not when it’s used in a graph.
Pick one central color and create slides around
the central color.

2. Small letters

- ; : Since the speaker is an expert, they will have
the Brain--Functional MRI of the a lot of things to say in a short amount of time.

Brain When there’s too many words on the slide,
Definition:

& MRI (Magneic osonsnce imaging) is one of the PowerPoint W’I|| help by §hr|nk|ng the Iettgrs.
e e W R Actually, that’s a bad thing. If the person in the
patient’s protons and a magnetic field. .

= 1. Strong magnetic field produces a magnetization within the baCk Of the IeCture ha” Can’t read the SI'deS
patient H
= 2. RF pulse disturbs the equilibrium and causes resonance bec_ause the I_etters are too Sma”’ they WI”_StOp
& 3. After RF pulse is turned off, the magnetization within the paying attention to you. Keep the letters big.
turns to its original equilibrium

is collected and processed to produce an MR image

alles, Antonio A.F., Lufkin, Robert B. Minimally
rapy of the Brain. New York, NY: Thieme; 1997.

3. Small images

_ Images are great. They save time and space

The Liver Cell when explaining a topic. The problem is,
the only good image available didn’t fill the
m Aka hepatocytes . . .y .
) presentation slide. So it’s small, taking up about
m Large, cubital cells . 14 of th f the slide. N he label
T B S 2 of the space of the slide. Now the labels are
| [T ST too small to read to be helpful.
protein synthesis

m Synthesizes
cholesterol

(continued)
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4. Animation

Moving objects keep people’s attention, right?
The Eukaryotic Cell No, it actu_ally does the opposite. When the
i words fly in as you speak, the audience gets
distracted and stop paying attention to spoken
« Plant Célls words. If your slides look boring, add a relevant
< Rigid el wail image. Don’t animate your text.

+ Sérves as skeleton of plants

. Cﬁr‘oléﬁ(a% layer gives structure to plant and bacterial célls

+ Photosynthesis o66urs here

R

5. Inconsistent layout

When the title of the slide jumps up and

B-blockers down from slide to slide, it’s very distracting
fecoptors to the viewer. Try to keep the title in a

* B1rece consistent length and keep it in a consistent
* B2 rece size. Also, don’t change the background

B-blockers

vascular cases

* B3rece image unless there is a really good reason to

do so.

« Conclusion: B-blockers decreased ir
following cases:

6. Decoration overload

Showing many things to the audience is a
good way to keep attention, right? Actually,
when there are too many items to see on
a slide, the audience gets overwhelmed
and unfocused. Never, ever have a tiled
background for the slides. Word art and
stock images are decorative, and they do not
add much to the content of the presentation.
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7. Low quality images

The presenter is dressed in their best
Function of the Bone marrow professional attire, and begin their
presentation. The slides...they aren’t dressed
in their best. Mouse-drawn shapes created
in Microsoft Paint or a pixelated image from
the web are equivalent to wearing flip-flops
to your talk.

8. Full sentences and multiple levels of bullet points

. _ You attend a presentation to listen to a

Discussion talk. A presentation is not a place to read

— an article on the projected screen. Keep the
Changes in hepatocyte cellular area observed in bullets short to the point so that the audience

this study confirmed what was previously noted. . . .
TG B HL LEILAR [ 1GE L4 can scan the information and pay attention to

proliferation—hypertrophy followed by the s peake r.
hyperplasia. The data showed both waves where

the cellular hypertrophy peaked at 24h and 48h

(Higgins and Anderson, 1931; Baratta et al., 1996;

Bucher, 1963; Taub, 2004; Michalopoulos and

DeFrances, 2005). After the second wave of

proliferation, the cell size steadily increased until

returning to the original size (Zimmermann, 2002).

9. Emphasizing everything

It’s important that a presentation is packed
full of useful information for the audience.
Unlike reading a paper, the audience has few
seconds to look at the graph and understand
what it means and how that fits in with the
talk. When sharing graphs, make sure to
reformat them so they are clear and legible
from the back of the lecture room. Also,
don’t make every graph line a different color.
Pick one graph per slide and emphasize ONE
point per slide.
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10. Ending the presentation with a sunset, a cute animal, or a group photo.

Unless the talk was about a sunset, an
animal, or the group, there should not be
any irrelevant image as the last picture in the
presentation. Most likely, the last slide will
stay on during the Q&A.

Except when the discussion calls back to a
particular slide, it will stay on the projection
as the backdrop. If there is an unrelated
image on the screen, the audience will be

thinking about unrelated things.
(image courtesy of youwall.com)

All example slides are inspired by the actual presentations | attended, but they have been
modified and re-created for educational purposes.

Hope you enjoyed the 10 design mistakes that ruin your PowerPoint Presentation!
As you can see, by avoiding these design mistakes, you can create more memorable talks that
“WOW” your audience. Unfortunately, | know for many, time and technology constraints really
keep them from giving the best presentations.

The good news is, that’s why I’'m here to assist you. | offer variety of styles and customization
to provide you with the best tools for effective scientific communication. Browse through the
portfolio for few recent examples; if you wish to discuss your project in more detail, click here to
get started!

Best wishes,

Ikumi Kayama, MA
Medical & Scientific lllustrator,
Studio Kayama, lic
studiokayama.com
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